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Slaughtered under Federal Inspection and Poultry 
Used in Canning and Other Processed Foods 
FEBRUARY 1968 


April 4, 1968 


Inspected. Poultry - A total of 697, 039,000 pounds live weight (chickens, turkeys, 
and ducks combined) were inspected for slaughter during February 1968 under the 
Poultry Inspection Act carried on by the U.S.D.A. This was 15 percent less than 
the previous month and 4 percent more than February 1967. 


The number of head and pounds (live weight) inspected by classes in February 
1968 were young chickens, 172,697,000 head, 604,771,000 pounds; mature chickens, 
13,131,000 head, 58,694,000 pounds; fryer-roaster turkeys, 1,004,000 head, 
8,957,000 pounds; young turkeys, 1,060,000 head, 22,414,000 pounds; old turkeys, 
31,000 head, 657,000 pounds; and ducks, 248,000 head,»1,546,000 pounds. 


Certified Poultry - The quantity of poultry certified as wholesome in February 1968 
totaled 494, 033,000 pounds ready-to-cook weight of which 418,746,000 pounds were 
chilled and 75,287,000 pounds were frozen. Total pounds certified by class of 
poultry were as follows: young chickens, 428, 965,000 pounds; mature chickens, 
38,731,000 pounds; fryer-roaster turkeys, 7,012,000 pounds; young turkeys, 
17,579,000 pounds; old turkeys, 531,000 pounds; ducks, 1,115,000 pounds; and 
other poultry, 100,000 pounds. 


Processed Poultry - Poultry inspected and used for further processed food in 
February 1968 totaled 99,727,000 pounds ready-to-cook weight, compared with 
75,541,000 pounds in February 1967. The quantity used in February 1968 consisted 
of 34,486,000 pounds of young chickens, 33,209,000 pounds of mature chickens, 

25, 833,000 pounds of turkeys, and 6,199,000 pounds of other poultry. 


Cut-up Poultry - Poultry cut-up and packaged in Federally inspected plants during 
February 1968 totaled 129,298,000 pounds ready-to-cook weight compared with 
95,917,000 pounds in February 1967. The breakdown by classes for February 1968 
consisted of 120,108,000 pounds of young chickens, 674,000 pounds of mature 
chickens, 8,414,000 pounds of turkeys, and 102,000 pounds of other poultry. 


Ante-mortem condemnations amounted to 2,117,000 pounds live weight for all 
classes. Condemnations by classes were equivalent to the following percentages 

of quantities inspected: young chickens, 0.27 percent; mature chickens, 0.60 per- 
cent; fryer-roaster turkeys, 0.20 percent; young turkeys, 0.27 percent; old turkeys, 
0.39 percent; and ducks, 0.02 percent. 


Post-mortem condemnations in February 1968 amounted to 27,154,000 pounds (NYD 
weight). Condemnations by classes were equivalent to the following percentages 

of quantities inspected: young chickens, 4.35 percent; mature chickens, 4.77 per- 
cent; fryer-roaster turkeys, 1.83 percent; young turkeys, 4.12 percent; old tur- 
keys, 3.80 percent; and ducks, 1.60 percent. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. POSTAGE AND FEES PAID 
STATISTICAL REPORTING SERVICE U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS 


Definitions 


Young chickens - Commercially grown broilers-fryers and other young immature 
birds such as roasters and capons. 


Mature chickens - Fowl from breeder and market egg flocks and stags end cocks. 
Fryer-roaster turkeys - Young immature birds, usually under 16 weeks of age. 


Young turkeys (mature) - Young birds grown to a matured market age, usually 
5 to {7 months. 


Old turkeys (breeders) - Fully matured birds held for egg production, 
usually over 15 months of age. 


Ducks - Includes all ducks regardless of age and weight. 


Other poultry - Includes all other ready-to-cook products which bear the 
U.S.D.A. Inspected for Wholesomeness legend. 


x kee 


The data presented in this report were compiled from reports collected 
by the Inspection Branch of the Poultry Division, Consumer and Marketing 
Service. 
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